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tier guard-house.    The average altitude of this section of
country is over 4000 feet.
Seventy U west of T?ing k'ou, at the little village of
Yao-tien1 (altitude 4600 feet), we entered the province of
KaH-su, half of the village "belonging to that province, half
to that of Shen-hsi. In the center of the village, on the
Kan-su side, commence rows of willow-trees, ten feet
apart, on either side of the road, and they are continued
from here to Liang-chou Pu, in northwestern Kan-su, It
is said that Tso Tsung-tfang, the conqueror of Ka&hgaria
and sometime governor-general of Kan-su, having heard
that it was customary in western countries to have shade
trees along the highways, had them planted. To him is also
due the vigilant patrolling, still kept up by his successors,
along this road. In no province of China have I met with
so many patrol stations and soldiers as here. The men
are well-dressed, armed with percussion rifles, and seem
to discharge their duties fairly welL The troops stationed
in Kan-su must be very numerous; in every town and
village I saw large detachments of them. This province
contains numerous troublesome elements, Mohammedans,
border tribes, and large numbers of convicts. The country
is, moreover, very thinly settled, and highway robbery and
brigandage would soon become open rebellion if not kept
under strict control.
I cannot conceive why Lieutenant Kreitner should
speak of such a miserable place as Ping-liang Fu, where
I arrived or the 16th of January, as a " ziemlich grosse
Staubstadt" with 60,000 inhabitants; for, at the outfeide, it
may have 10,000, and it is one of the poorest-looking cities
I have seen in China, a country of dilapidated towns.
The greater part of the land within the city walls has
1 Kreitner, op. cifc, p. 508, calls this village Yan-ye.